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A MONGST other severities I have met with from some
**> critics, the cruellest for an old man is, that they will
not let me be at quiet in my bed, but pursue me to my very
dreams, I must not dream but when they please, nor upon
long continued subjects, however visionary in their own
natures; because there is a manifest moral quite through
them, which to produce as a dream is improbable and un-
natural. The pain I might have had from this objection, is
prevented by considering they have missed another, against
which I should have been at a loss to defend myself. They
should have asked me, whether the dreams I publish can
properly be called Lucubrations, which is the name I have
given to all my papers, whether in volumes or half-sheets :
so manifest a contradiction in termints, that I wonder no
sophister ever thought of it: But the other is a cavil. I re-
member when I was a boy at school, I have often dreamed
out the whole passages of a day; that I rode a journey,
baited, supped, went to bed, and rose the next morning:
and I have known young ladies who could dream a whole
contexture of adventures in one night large enough to make
a novel. In youth the imagination is strong, not mixed
with cares, nor tinged with those passions that most disturb
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Molle pecus."

Aeneid, ix. 340-341.

" Devours and tears the peaceful flock."
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